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Dear Smurf Collectors,

Once again we come to the close of another year. With this our 44th Newsletter, we have completed our 11th
year of entertaining and informative Smurf Newsletters! Our thanks to all subscribers for your support and sharing of
information. Once again, we ask that you keep your letters coming so we, in turn, can keep everyone abreast of what is
happening in the world of Smurf Collectibles. Remember our Club motto, "Sharing is Caring".

Our twelfth year will begin with Newsletter 45, Summer 1997. Please submit your renewal applications
(enclosed) promptly to ensure delivery of the Club's next issue. We would like to mention, at this time, that the lower
your membership number the better your chance of acquiring special Smurf items that become available for sale through
the Club. For example in year eleven we had the Handicapped Pair from France, the McDonalds Smurfs from Germany
and the Netherlands, plus a few other very choice and interesting items that were featured in our Newsletters. We
record membership applications as they are received, each year starting anew The sooner you submit your renewal, the
lower your membership number will be. Each year membership numbers change and your number will appear on your
mailing label. Please make a note of it! If your membership number is low, you will be among the first to receive our

special offers. Quantities of these special-offer items are usually very limited and so this system is used by the Club in
fairness to all.

Now we have some disappointing news! In late October, 1996, we were informed that the Irwin Toy company
would no longer be handling Smurf Products for the United States and Canada. We held off telling all this news hoping
that the Christmas buying season would show some improved figures for their company. We attempted to help Irwin's
PR people with some good publicity (see enclosed article that appeared in the Chicago Tribune). But, obviously, it was
too little too late. I think we all had a hint that this new line of Smurf products was not doing well. Many of you wrote
to tell us that the line was being discounted after a brief appearance in the stores. The Smurf line was also quite difficult
to find in the stores; display locations were not good. Plus the fact that, after the first two lines appeared in stores, (the
Posables and the Die Casts,) very few stores carried the rest of the new Smurf products (see Newsletter 41).

Our Canadian members reported that the Smurf Cartoon appeared later than expected on Canadian T.V. (Fall

1996, instead of Spring 1996). Also, newspaper ads showing the Smurf toys reported vastly different prices from store
to store.

In conclusion, I guess we would have to say this is the second failed attempt in the U.S. for a revival of the
Smurfs since 1990. It did, at least, present us with an exciting opportunity to add some new items to our collections.
Scott Irwin has asked us to tell our members "We hope that all your Smurf Fans were happy for all that we tried to do

by putting the Smurfs back on TV in Canada and by making many new Smurf items available in both the U.S. and
~ Canada in 1996. Unfortunately, not enough people bought Smurf items and we lost money. We can't be expected to
continue to lose money in 1997, Please inform your members that we did our best and we are probably more upset than
any one that Smurf sales were not as high as we needed to make money."

vill keep you informed as to Toy Island's intentions for the Smurf Line in the U.S. and Canada.




The following are two press releases..............

CHICAGO TRIBUNE
December 17, 1996
By Teresa Potasiak ( A Smurf Collector )

SMIjRF 'N’ TURF: Where did the blue dudes come from? eeeesecescsccsocs

In Belgium they're called Schtroumpf. In
Italy, Pufll. In the Czech Republic, Smoulove,
and in Germany, Schlumpf.
In the U.S., they’re Smurfs — and they're
back! (Not that they ever really disappeared —
they always have been very popular in Europe.
But Smurf-mania snoozed out in the US.fora
while.) And to celebrate their comeback, we'll
tell you where they came from in the first place:
The Smurfs were created in 1958 by a talented
Belgium comic artist, Pierre “Peyo” Culliford. (He
died in 1992, but his family still carries on his
Smurfy work.)

This second press release was first presented to u
1997. Members from Canada and Europe later submitte

January 4th,

know it was picked up Internationally by Newspapers

Suzanne Lipschitz, founder of the Smurf
Collectors’ Club International, says Peyo was
eagerly awaitng the arrival ofhis baby and started
sketching a magical figure as a gift for the child.
After his daughter, Veronique, was born, he had a
party to celebrate. His artistfriends loved his new
drawings of adorable blue gnomes. But Peyo was
stumped for a name for his creation. As Suzanne
tells it, everyone was eating and partying, but Peyo
was distracted because he was trying to think of
names. As he thought, he made a sandwich.
Wanting to sprinkle some salton it, he asked one of
his friends to “pass me the....eh...eh... 1e

around the globe.

this reported on TV news reports as well.

SWEARING SMURF

Wal-Mart pulls Smurf doll after one reportedly swears at girl.
Brantford, Ontario (AP) - A Wal-Mart store has pulled cuddly pink Smurf dolls from its shelves after a
woman complained the doll taught her grandchild to swear
Deborah Osborn of Scotland, Ontario, bought the Berry Luvin' Baby Smurf doll as a Christmas gift for her 2

1/2-year-old granddaughter, Amber because stores were sold out of Tickle Me Elmo

The family says a squeeze of the doll's hand causes it t

an obscenity

"My poor grandchild has been punished for saying tl

Osborn

schtroumpfs...” Translated, “schtroump{™ means
“that something” or “that thing.” I's a word that
the French-speaking Belgians like to use when
they can't remember a name.

And once translated to English, “schtroumpf™
became “smurf.”

The Smurfs are stepping into the '90s just in time
for Christmas. Irwin Toy Co. Ltd. has a new line of
animated Smurf figures ($2; that’s one to the left),
accessories ($4) and playsets ($4 to $25). You can
snap them up at Target, Toys R Us, Kay Bee Toys,
Kmart and Wal-Mart. Happy Smurfing!

—Teresa Potasiak

s by the Associated Press Wire Service on
d their Newspaper Articles to us, so we

Locally, here in New York, we did see

o giggle, followed by a garbled sentence that sounds like

\ese words and she got it from this stupid doll," complained

Irwin Toy Ltd.. which manufacturers Smurfs, is investigating after receiving a couple of complaints, a customer
service representative said on condition of anonymity. Baby Smurf sells for about $30
The Wal-Mart store at Brantford Mall. which sold the doll, removed six remaining boxes from its shelves and

sent one to the head office for testing.

We have no reason to believe there is any issue with the toy,’

' said Wal-Mart spokesman Edward Gould, but he

added the toy was removed as part of the company's customer satisfaction policy
The Smurf's doll face is supposed to change color and say 12 different things, according to the Irwin Toys

Internet site.

Osborn said Amber's doll only has one expression, and added she thought the manufacturer should change the
sentence to ensure there is no confusion with swear words.
If it's saying something else, then they should change it," Osborn said. "Ifa 2 1/2-year-old can pick it up. other

kids will pick it up as well."

As a follow-up to this we did ask Scott Irwin about his findings. The following is what he told
sland produced just talked Baby Talk Gibberish, but a few people
ing at the clouds and "seeing” animals et¢

y if you're shown which part is the trunk etc. Call it

"The Swearing Smurf."” "The voice chip that Toy I
claimed o hear bad words when they listened to the doll. It's really like look
Some clouds do, indeed, look like elephants especiall
_power-of-suggestion, The Smurf toy really just talked baby talk."

us about
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Dear Suzanne,

: I'want to Thank You again for all your help in completing my Smurf figurine collection.

I'm not there yet, but I'm getting much closer! The highlight of my holidays was when my friend

Peter, who now works for Disney in California as an illustrator, visited and saw all the new

tions to my collection. We became close friends ten years ago as Freshman in High School

Sewé“‘bo't'h collected Smurfs. He has since taken his collection down and packed them

out always refused to sell me many of the European Smurf figurines I did not have. I wish
amera because his expression when he saw I had "found" all of the figurines I needed was

' AT Steven from N.Y.

. Penny Christmas Catalog for 1996? They had the Snappy's Daisy Wheel
ne Playset. Wonder if you ordered these if they were actually delivered!

order by Aug. 2, 1997! Did anyone ever get these items?

Carl from Mn.

e Talkin' Flip
a’tu -




S.C.C.I. MEMBER UNEARTHS SOME RARE
COLLECTIBLES..........
from Pat of Ca.

Everyone I meet knows my passion about Smurf collecting. Some laugh right at me, some behind my back, but
most think my collection is unique! Word gets around about my collection, but I never thought it would get to a
salesman who worked for Wallace Berrie in the early eighties, now retired.

One night last month my telephone rang and the gentleman at the other end introduced himself. He told me he
had heard about my Smurf Collection from a friend and that he had some items from his Wallace Berrie days that I
might be interested in seeing. After a brief conversation I just knew I had to check out this guy's Smurf items.

To make a long story short, we met and he had items that I never even knew existed. Just wish he had
quantities of these items for me to share with others but, most items, he only had one.

I have added to my collection a Smurf Calendar; the first ever produced in the United States for 1980. He
advised me that these were given only to retail stores that carried the Smurf Line in those early days.

The first store promotional piece entitled "The World of Smurfs." It measures 14" x 24" in beautiful color.

Mock-up boards for the Smurf's cameo TV appearance. An assortment of black and white slick sheets sent to
licensees to show Smurf artwork, six characters per sheet, about 10 different pages.

Smurf neckties produced exclusively for Wallace Berrie salesmen. These were given, it is believed, as Christmas
gifts to their sales force in 1980 or ‘81 Three different background colors: brown, blue and burgundy with tiny little
Smurfs running around the tie.

Among his other items were Smurf Timex watches, also produced exclusively for the sales people in 1980 or
*81. Ifhis memory was correct, he thought these were flown in from England and considered extra, extra, special by

the sales force at that time. Three different styles were in his possession; he did not remember if there were others, but
he did not think so. The first style showed five Smurfs Cooking Pancakes (Floating Face). The second, four Smurfs
Playing Soccer, also floating. The third style was a Smurf with moving arms.

I truly adore Smurfy buttons and pins! Let me tell you, again, I found he had some that I never knew existed!

"] Dream of Smurf Xmas" Has anyone ever heard of this one?
and
1100 Club" cloisonne pin Another exclusive item given to Salesmen who opened
100 Smurf Accounts. It features the Smurf carrying the Olympic Torch!

Featured below are two other pins that were produced in 1979, belie ed to be the first pins produced by Wallace
Berrie.

3" metal pin 2" metal pin
White background Yellow background
Red lettering ' s Black lettering
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A yellow star provides a bright

background for the Smurf (above.)

Unfortunately, the yellow color does
not photocopy. Use your imagination!

Hope you all enjoy reading my special Smurf find!!!!!!




SMURFEN AROUND THE WORLD!
Although the News from the United States and Canada (reported earlier) is disappointing, we still have lots to
report from around the world. Some truly great items are being produced for our reading and collecting enjoyment.
The Smurf Cartoon peeks through the TV screen in the following countries, (and so do new Smurf collectibles):

Countries Number of Episodes Countries Number of Episodes
France 104 Germany 256
Ttaly 256 Belgium 160
Hungary 208 Switzerland 78
Austria 199 Denmark 256
Norway 256 Sweden 256
Finland 60 UK 130
South Africa 52 Israel 96
Poland 104 Canada 256
Turkey 256 Brazil 180
Latin America 256 Serbia & Macedonia 52
Croatia & Slovenia 39 Hong Kong 52
Middle East 26

Note: Planning your Vacations? These are the countries to visit!

The United States still leads the way; we have seen every Cartoon ever produced, over 400 episodes! Please
refer to the Club's Smurf Cartoon Episode Guide, listing every title, first air date, short story line, characters, voices, etc
The complete Cartoon Episode Guide! If anyone still needs a copy send a S.A.S E. to the Club for ordering
information. This is a real MUST- HAVE item!

SMURFS FLY SABENA AIRLINES!!!

In our last Newsletter we had listed, under Promotional Smurfs, No. 20071 Flying Smurf with Sabena printed
onit. .

We noted that it was unknown for whom this Smurf was produced. Thanks to member Barry S. from N.Y. for
setting us on the right track, it is Sabena Airlines!!! See below:

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it 's a Smurf!

.The sky really was the limit as the Smurfs become HIGH
airborne with Sabena, the national airline of Belgium FLYERS!
and one of the biggest carriers in Europe. The deal to use Smurfs in

Sobena communications
[iterally took off when
lorge Smurfs were pointed
onto the cockpits of
Sabena’s long-houl A-340
planes, making o daily
impact in ploces os for
away as the USA, Africo
ond the For-Eas!, which
has, like Europe, been
swep! away by
Smurfmania. The sky is
certainly blue for Sabeno
oirlines!
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SMURFS GLOBAL MARKET

France, Belgium, U.K., Germany, Taiwan, China, and Hong Kong.................Smurf Cookies by Delacre

When Delacre, the renowned quality biscuit manufacturer, sought a character upon which to base a new brand
of biscuit (cookie) it did not take long for them to identify the Smurfs as the perfect partner. The Smurfs were

perceived as positive, friendly and universally appealing-important attributes for a product aimed at children. Each

cookie is shaped like a favorite Smurf character; Papa, Brainy, Smurfette, etc.

POLAND "SMERF"

For the first time since the end of the '80's the Smurf Cartoon will appear on TV in this country! To tie in with
the interest that it is sure to be generated, a number of companies are planning to launch Smurf products

Olza are planning to add a box of candy called "SMERF HOUSE" to their range of candies.
Arogna will produce an attractively boxed fruit juice for Smurf fans

ZPC Cukromix have created a bright new range of Smurf lollipops. They come in attractive
boxes of ten, each individually wrapped displaying one of the famous blue Smurf characters

Also available in Poland will be EMI records, Egmont books, Orange videos!

SWITZERLAND

Pierot Luco will be returning to a great novelty idea..selling ice cream filled Smurf Heads.




SWEETS, SWEETS, and more SWEETS!

For those with a Sweet tooth European candy producers are jumping on the Smurf Bandwagon. All
items are s000000000000000 attractively done!

Rademaker tells us "Cigarettes are not bad for you if you stick to the blue and white chocolate kind." Called

Smurf Magic Slicks, they are also prqc_luced in milk chocolate.
e ™
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This attractive Christmas Box of chocolates is produced by Poulain, part of the Nestle group. Other great

graphic boxes are being produced as well, as this is their third year producing Smurf Candy promotions.

Leaf Sverige, a market leader, has been working with Smurfs for almost 20 years. Their first Smurf product

was introduced in 1977. See one of their candy products below

Bip is producing a really great eye-catching, assortment of what they refer to as "Sweet Tubes"; long tubes

filled with candies shaped like M & M's. Each tube has a unique Smurfy character on top See below
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Now that our sweet tooth has been satisfied, let us introduce some other new and unusual Smurfy products
being produced overseas.

We have been informed that 1997 will see a very active relaunch of the Smurfs in Australia. We hope to be
reporting more information about this Australian relaunch. S.C.C.I. members in Australia; a must, please, keep us
posted! It is reported that Gaffney Licensing Company is the name to watch.

Top Heavy has designed some cool T-shirts for both adults and children.

St Tropez is producing some really neat Shorts for adults.
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More items from Europe

Rotoballs takes revenge on Gargamel wit}
pIng pong sets.

1a delightful Punching




Fashi has developed what we Americans would consider a very different Smurfy item! Keep warm on those
cold winter nights with a Smurf, Smurfette or Papa Smurf Hot Water Bottle!

Segura is marketing a new line of Smurf Toiletries that includes bubble bath, toothpaste

etc. See below:




SMURF PROMOTIONS
Food Products.....Amora of France have once again used the Smurfs to promote
their line of mustard. A lovely selection of Smurf glasses are featured below:

Minute Maid is now in it's third year using Smurfs to promote their products. Their
line of fruit juice displayed shows various Smurfs on the cartons. This past summer, they ran a

special promotion oftering Smurf swimming pools and posters
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BLUE ENERGY by Henkel.....The Blue Smurfs fit in pertectly with this washing
detergent! Who better than the Smurfs to complement a promotion based on the color blue?

Once the powder is finished, the special Smurf barrel can be re-used as a toy box for fans!

From Germany and the UK....
For 1997 Bastei in Germany and Danillo in the UK., bave produced these
colorful and scenic Smurf Calendars; a very popular item among our collectors!




letter, number 6, we featured No. 20006, Brainy, with *'Carl Zeiss"
ame on his head. The "Carl Zeiss Co." also featured the key-chain

alm

We ha\.'c?r now been mformed that Smurf No. 20141, Cap:am was ploduced with the same quote
printed on the figurine's back.

: In Newsletter 28, we showed a three-piece- promotional set from "Volks-und Raiffeisen
Bank." We have now learned of another Smurf No. 20199, Smurf with Gargamel Mask, with

P Ly o

!ated that the following figurines were also produced with "Schleich"



VARIATIONS

No. 20225 Smurf w Accordion 1.
No. 20226  Grandpa 15
No. 20227 Table Tennis il
2
No. 20228 Fitness il
No. 20229 Architect 1.
No. 20230 Wild on Tree 1
No. 20231 Hula Smurfette il
2
No. 20232  Gargamel with
Lab Glasses 1
2
No. 20498 Johan 1
7.
3
5
6.
No. 20499 Pewee
Pirlouit
Pfiffikus 2

continued from Newsletter 42

White pants and hat. Holding a red and yellow accordion.

Yellow/gold pants and hat. Long white beard, black glasses, with silver
chain. Brown cane.

White hat. Black and white shoes, black shorts, wine shirt, red paddle.
White hat. Black and white shoes, black shorts, green shirt, red paddle.

Blue mold. White hat. Red bathing suit. Silver exerciser with brown
handles.

Green shoes, yellow ruler and jacket. Orange hard hat, white paper.

. Two pieces. Tree: green base, light brown tree, green leaves.

Smurf: Blue Mold. Yellow/gold shorts, Lime green leaf effect hat.

White hat with orange flowers. Yellow/gold hula skirt, hair. Green

band on skirt, red flowers around her neck.

White hat with orange flowers. Yellow/gold hula skirt. Yellow hair.
Green band on skirt, red flowers.

. Black mold. Orange/red shoes, black coat. Pink and purple laboratory

glasses in hands. Painted flesh skin.
Same as #1. Wine colored shoes.

. Flesh mold. Dark brown boots and belt. Red pants, tan tunic, white

shirt, silver sword
Flesh mold. Light brown boots and belt. Red pants, gold tunic, white
shirt, silver sword. "Johan" embossed into side of boot. Bully mold

. Same as #2, but dark brown boots and belt.

4. Flesh mold. Light brown boots and belt. Red pants, orange tunic,

white shirt, grey sword. "Johan" embossed into side of boot. Bully
mold.

. Flesh mold. Dark brown boots and belt. Red pants, green tunic,

white shirt. silver sword. "Johan" embossed into side of boot. Bully
mold.

Flesh mold. Brown boots and belt. Red pants, mustard tunic, white
shirt, silver sword.

Special note: Different flesh tones have been confirmed. All have black
hair.

ik

Flesh mold. Orange shoes and hat. Yellow hair. Turquoise pants and
shirt. Tan instrument.

. Flesh mold. Red shoes and hat. Yellow hair. Green pants and shirt.

Tan instrument. "Pirlouit" embossed into side of shoe. Bully mold.

We will begin the NEW GENERATION SERIES in our next Newsletter.
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BUY....SELL... TRADE

How to respond to an Ad: Send your request to the Club with a Self Addressed Stamped Envelope (S A.S.E.) The
Club will respond with availability and asking price. Responses go out on & first come basis. Most items FOR SALE
only have ONE item available

How to submit an Ad: All members are provided with a Free Ad Blank. These forms MUST be used. Send your Ad
with a S A.S E. Numerous Ads are sold, traded etc. before publication and will not appear in the Newsletters. If

anyone is seeking a special item contact the Club with your requests. Want lists are always welcome!

Ad #

1012 For Sale "Epiphany Day" Promotion as featured in Newsletter No. 42, Porcelain Smurf Bean
"Shy Smurf" and "Baby in Highchair" Please state interest in first letter. Mint ***RARE***

1013 For Sale Smurf Cutting Boards as featured in this Newsletter. All three designs available. Please
state interest in first letter. Mint

1014 For Sale Small Smurf Cottages from Schleich, Germany. Three New Colors for 1996! Featured
in Newsletter 41. Mint in box, Please state interest in first letter

1015 For Sale Super, Super, Smurfette Bedroom Set from Germany, I

1016 For Sale Playsets from Germany, #9 and #10, with Wheat Bags. Mintin box. Please state interest
in first letter

1017 For Sale Smurf Pins as featured in this Newsletter. "Catch A Rising Star" and "Have A Nice Smurf"
Mint condition. Please state interest in first letter. ***Rare®**

1018 For Sale S.C.C.I. Limited Edition Figurines, 1988 "Good Luck Smurt" and 1990 1/2 "Celebration

Smurf 11" Mint with certificate. Please state interest in first letter
1019 For Sale Wallace Berrie Porcelain, Gargamel w Azrael, Brainy, Papa Musical Please state interest in
first letter
1020 Wanted

Baby Quilt, hand made from 1980's. Plcase state condition and asking price in first letier
1021 Wanted

Smurf Gum Ball Machine, by Galoob 1983. Please state condition and asking price in first
letter. Prefer mint in box

1022 Wanted Smurf or Smurfette Cotton Christmas Stocking. Please state condition and asking price in
first letter. Prefer mint

1023 For Sale Smurf Mushroom Curio by Schleich, Germany. As it appears in the Club's brochure. Hangs
on wall, plastic, for displaying Smurf figurines. Mint in box

1024 Wanted Promotional figurines, as featured in Newsletters. Phillips set and Shimmel Piano Super

Please state condition and asking price in first letter. Will consider others please send lists!

To All Members: Please remember your S.A.S.E. with your renewal applications to receive the New 1997
Smurf Figurines Photo Page for your Club Brochures, and the Golden 100 for 1997.
Need a New Club Brochure? Send your request to the Club. All New Photo's H!

Copyright, 1997

Smurf Collectors' Club International Newsletter, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Reproductions in whole or part ofany material without
written permission from the Editor is prohibited. Published Quarterly, June, September, December, March.




